
PODCAST LESSON SUBMISSION DETAILS

Teacher's Name Jeananne Xenakis

State Taught New York

Grade Level High School

Podcast Title US History Repeated Episode # 37: The Gilded Age and the rise of
big business Part 1 and US History Repeated Episode # 38: The
Gilded Age and the rise of big business Part 2

Duration of Lesson 55 minutes (Students listen to podcast for homework the previous
night)

Aim/Big Idea

Should society regulate individual wealth?

Instructional Objectives

Students will be able to:
1. Define key terms: Monopoly, Vertical Integration, Horizontal Integration, Laissez faire,
Social Darwinism
2. Discuss and debate the methods of a variety of Captain of Industry like Rockefeller,
Carnegie & Vanderbilt
3. Analyze and assess the impact these tactics had on the working class
4. Debate the aim providing evidence to support their position



State Standards Alignment

Standard 4: Economics

Key Idea 1: Economic systems and decision-making processes shape the opportunities and
challenges societies face.
Performance Indicator 1.1: Students will analyze how the business practices of industrialists
(like Rockefeller and Carnegie) led to monopolies and influenced the economic systems of the
U.S. The lesson's focus on the ethics of these business practices, including horizontal and
vertical integration, challenges students to think critically about the role of monopolies in the
economy.

Key Idea 2: Understanding economic choices helps students interpret the development of
societies.
Performance Indicator 2.1: The debate over government regulation and the experiences of
factory workers versus business owners encourage students to explore how economic
decisions can perpetuate wealth disparities. The discussion of Laissez-faire and the role of
government offers students the chance to evaluate these choices.

Standard 5: Civics, Citizenship, and Government

Key Idea 1: An understanding of civic life, politics, and government is essential for
participating in a democratic society.
Performance Indicator 1.1: The debate on government regulation and the perspectives of both
business owners and factory workers will allow students to examine the balance between
freedom and regulation in a capitalist society. The Laissez-faire principle serves as a backdrop
to discuss the limits of government intervention in business.

Key Idea 2: Civic participation, including voting, social activism, and serving in government, is
vital to the health of democracy.
Performance Indicator 2.1: The activity and discussion of business tactics and labor
movements give students insight into how social movements like labor unions arose in
response to the exploitation of workers by large corporations, tying the lesson to democratic
ideals about justice and equality.

Main Activity/Guiding Questions

Assign half of the class episode 37 and the other half of the class episode 38.

1. Assess the business tactics of the Captain of Industry discussed in the episode.
2. Should their methods have been illegal?



3. Do you agree with the concept of Social Darwinism? Why or why not? Be sure to include
evidence from the episode and any textbook references you feel support your position.
4. Define Laissez Faire. To what extent should the government get involved in regulating
business practices? Answer from the perspective of a business owner and from the
perspective of a member of the industrial class (factory worker).

Main Activities:
1. Discuss & Debate the quote “What is the chief end of man…to get rich! In what
way?...Dishonestly if we can, honestly if we must” - Mark Twain 1870
2. The Balloon Game - Each team will receive an envelope which contains 6 balloons, a paper
clip and roll of tape(each group gets a different color balloon to easily keep track of progress).
The objective is to get as many inflated balloons into the safe area. No student may stay in
the safe area. Once balloons make it to the safe area they may not be touched. There is one
rule, no physical harm may come to anyone in the room. The teacher will be the Ref. Keep
track of pest practices - implement what you wish.

Teacher’s note - students will eventually realize that the paperclip is for popping other team’s
balloons before they get to the safe area. This will cause mayhem. They will want you to get
involved and stop it, you won’t because you are the government - Laissez Faire - hands off
business. This will not be something they will know until you debrief after the activity.
Emotions will be running high. Allow them to express their frustration. Link it to the quote they
discussed at the start of the lesson. Some groups did the assignment honestly, some
dishonestly. Ask them why they feel you didn’t intervene.

3. Discuss the answers to the podcast guiding questions.

Closing/Assessment

Students will answer the Aim.


